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but quite unfitted to bear the strain of providing crops for
the export market as well. It did not assist him with the
knowledge necessary for the grading and marketing of his
produce to the best advantage, nor did it help him to
understand how prices are fixed in the world market into
which he had entered. It also failed to qualify him to seize
the new economic opportunities which arose from the
demand for clerks and artisans in the service of govern-
ments and in trade and industry.
Tribal education thus became less and less able to help
men to live satisfactory lives under the new conditions
that were fast developing. It was further weakened by the
work of the missionaries, who were foremost both in
destroying education as they found it and in building up
something to take its place. They worked against it on
religious and moral grounds, for it taught many things,
such as witchcraft and polygamy, which Christians
believed were wrong. Attacks on these, however, meant in
fact attacking the whole system, for in tribal education,
religion, economics, and social obligation were all parts of
one complex pattern of rights and duties. Thus the replace-
ment of a belief in the tribal gods by a belief in Christianity
meant more than a change of religion. It meant breaking
with tribal tradition and custom in many other aspects of
life.
While Christian missionaries thus actively attacked
tribal religion, and therefore also the existing system of
tribal education, they used education of a European type
as a most powerful tool in spreading and establishing their
own. This, of course, was their chief aim, but they realized
that much more than merely oral instruction in the Chris-
tian beliefs was necessary. Literacy, which involved the
teaching of reading and writing, was highly desirable as
an aid to the teaching of religion and the reading of the
Bible. It also enabled Africans to take the first step towards
a better understanding of the new world into which they